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Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


‘no to the License tax, the Pratikdr, of the 28rd March, says | Pastxss, 
— that it is sorry to find that this oppressive tax 1s sanaaabict: 

The License Tax. not going to be abolished. With reference to 

tnework of assessment, the writer observes that people are often assessed 

with the tax without an examination of their papers. As the time for making 

a new assessment has come, the authorities would do well to consider the 

vondition of the people, and to show a proper descrimination in the selection 
of assessors. 


2. Thesame paper points out the following = Paatrxaz. 
defects in the Local Self-Government Bill :— 


1.—Section 5 gives the central board power to constitute several 
villages into a village board. Now, this is objectionable, as it 
will be difficult for the board to determine wkat villages are fit 
for this purpose. It will therefore generally rely on Magistrates 
for information ; and considering that Magistrates are not well 
disposed towards the new policy of Local Self-Government, their 
interference is sure to be detrimental to its interests. 


9—In section 10 it is said that it would be for the central board 
to judge whether or not the members of any particular village 
board should be selected by the local Magistrate. Now, this 
power of interference proposed to be conferred on Magistrates — 
should be done away with, seeing that they are not at all 
favourably disposed to the new policy. 


3.—Section 18 confers on vakeels and muktears the power to elect 
members for local boards. It is desirable that the same privilege 
should be extended to medical practitioners and teachers in ¢oles. 
Regarding the property qualifications of the members of local 
boards, it may be said that the prescribed standard should be fur- 
ther lowered. The prescribed qualifications will not always be 
found in all the thanas. One word more on this point: It may 
so happen that there is only one man in a thana who possesses 
the requisite property qualification, and that man is a candidate 
fora membership of the local board. Under the circumstances 
people are bound to elect him. It may be asked here whether 


such a person is likely to feel any respect for the opinions of his 
electors. If the elective franchise be given at al, it should be 


so arranged that several persons may be found qualified for 
election. 


The Local Self-Government Bill. 


4.—Section 21 relates to dismissal of members for misconduct or 
disgraceful conduct. Now, the law should explicitly state what 
would constitute misconduct and disgraceful conduct. All ambig- 
ulty in the use of these two terms should be removed, inas- 
much as difficulties may in future arise from their improper use, 
and the provisions of this section may be taken advantage of 
for the purpose of getting rid of disagreeable members. 


9.—Section 22 says that noone can become a member who has under- 
gone imprisonment. Now, having regard to the state of the 
law, and the machinery by: which that law is administered, it 
may be said that this restriction is a rather hard one. The pro- 
vision should only operate against persons convicted of com- 
paratively grave offences, At any rate, crimes admitting of 
summary trial should be excluded from this scope of this sectiun. 


PRATIKAR, 
March 23rd, 1€83. 


Porva PRaTIDHWwat!l, 
March 28th, 1883. 


Rousoposs Dik 
PRAKASH, 


March 20th, 1883. 


SaANGBAaD 
PRapyakaB, 


March 80th, 1883. 


SaNGBAD 
PRABHAKAR, 


March 8] st, 1883. 


SaAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


March 8st, 1883. 


PRaBHATI, 
March 3ist, 1883. 


ScLaBHa SaMacnaR, 
March 3st, 1883. 
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8. The same paper gives in an article a summary of the argument, . 


= the opponents of the Native Jurisdiction R: 
The Criminal Procedure Code ond refutes them seriatim. The observations 
are similar to those noticed in previous 
numbers of the Weekly Report. 


4. Referring to the Nayabad Mehals in Chittagong, the Pury 

Pratidhwani, of the 28th March, condemns 

ae the Commissioner, Mr. Lowis, for insisting 4, 

a fresh survey of Chittagong in utter disregard of the disappointing resulta 

of the previous survey undertaken under the auspices of Mr. Rickets, 

Editor exhorts Mr. Lowis to take the public into his confidence and reyig, 
his report with the object of steering clear of errors. 


6. The Rungpore Dik Prakds, of the 29th March, dwells on the 


coe necessity of appointing somebody to th 
i wr My _— the Indian Indian Legislative Council to represent the 


interests of the ryot. The Lditor, though he 

has great faith in the saying that the sovereign is the strength of the weak 

still does not think that the necessity of a ryot’s representative in the 

Legislative Council is thereby removed, seeing that kings are often ignorant 
of the condition of the ryot. 

6. The Sangbad Prabhakar, of the 30th March, complains of ap 


- jncrease in the number of unfortunates ; 

ee Nebutollah in Calcutta. Owing to his 

increase affrays and boisterous gatherings have become common in that 
neighbourhood. The public morality is in danger. 

7. The same paper, of the 3lst March, remarks that the intention of 

a Government to locate some of the offices 

weuacaneets permanently in Simla, if carried out, will prove 


a —- drain on the public revenue, and cause immense hardship to the 


poor Bengali clerk. It is not easy to see how Lord Ripon and Major | 
Baring could be persuaded to consent to the proposal. 


8. The Samachar Chandrika, of the 31st March, asks the Lieutenant 


European soldiers in Barrackpore. Governor to put a stop to the Oppresslons 


now being committed in Barrackpore by the 
European soldiers stationed there. : 


9. The Prabhatt, of the 31st March, generally approves of the 


ee amendments made by the Select Committee on 

vn ee oor the Municipal Bill. "The only point on which 

the Editor dissents from the view expressed by the Select Committee is that 

which relates to the election of Magistrates as Chairmen by Commissioner. 

The safeguard which the law provides in such cases, namely that if two 

thirds of the entire number of Commissioners vote for the dismissal of thet 
Chairman, he may be dismissed, is likely to be evaded in practice. 

10. One signing himself as a ryot, writing in the Sulabha Samdchar,0 

a the 3lst March, asks that Government shoul 

yot s wants. ; gai 
confer the following privileges upon ryots :— 
(1) That zemindars should not be allowed to enhance rates of rent 


cases where they have spent nothing for the im provement of 
their land. 


(2) That no enhancement of rent should be allowed in respe 
of land which has increased in fertility owing to the labour, 
skill and capital of the ryot. 

(3) That an enhancement of rent should not be allowed whe 


increase in the price of agricultural produce is due to 
administration and to facilities of communication. 


(4) That on payment of fair price the ryot should have the righ 
to purchase the landlord’s interest in the land in 
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possession. That this fair price should be fixed either by the 
Collector himself or somebody employed by him in this 
behalf. : 
(5) That rates of rent, the area and the boundaries of the ryot’s holding 
should be registered in the nearest Munsiffee Court; and that 
a month before the annual rent falls due, a post-card should 
be sent to the ryot informing him of the amount due. This 


would prove an effective check upon the oppression committed 
by the servants of the zemindar. 


(6) That in case there is a misunderstanding between the zemindar 
or his servants on the one hand, andthe ryot on the other, the 
ryot should be allowed to choose his own tehsildar. This tehsildar 
should collect the rents from the ryot and deposit the amount in 
the Munsif’s Court. As his remuneration, the tehsildar is to get 


apice in the rupee from the ryot, and three pice in the 
rupee from the zemindar. 


(7) That the ryot, when he is willing, should be allowed to pay his 
rent in kind, say by a fixed portion of the produce, and that he 
should be allowed to deliver the same to the zemindar at any 
place in the village. 


(8) That the zemindar should not be allowed to dispossess the ryot 
of his land so long as the latter is regular in the payment of his 
yearly rent. | 

(9) That the ryot,so long as he pays the rent regularly, should be 


allowed to transfer his various rights in the land without being 
prevented by the zemindar from doing so. 


ll. Referring to. the proposal of making India contribute to the 


a expenses of the Egyptian war, the Bhdrat 

oe Bandhu, of the 8lst March, remarks that it 
sees no reason why India should bear the expenses of a war undertaken 
solely for the benefit of English merchants, © 


12. The same paper makes the following remarks on the Rent Bill a 


eee -It is true that the new Bill, when passed into 
’nener law, will convert the zemindars into mere col- 
lecting sircars. But there is no help for it, inasmuch as the difficulties of the 
poe do not admit of any other solution except that provided in the Bill. 
nundertaking any legislation affecting the zemindar and the ryot, three 
things ought to be kept in view namely “fixity of tenure, free sale, and fair 
Tent, and these are precisely the things for which provision has been made 
in the Bill, The present measure is unquestionably founded on just 
pnociples. The enemies of the Bill are dissatisfied, simply because they 
ge canon as a measure which will free the ryot from the tyranny of 
mindar, ey rare 


13. The same paper observes that, before the scheme of Self-Govern- 
liad ie ment is brought into operation, it is necessary 
“re that the whole system of municipal administra- 
: : ould undergo a thorough reform, inasmuch as both the Central and 
‘ ocal Boards are built upon municipal foundations. It would have 
ay be if in dealing with the question of Self-Government, Government 
acted according to the suggestions contained in the report of 
sb = on the subject.-. Certain proposals contained in that report 
oa k the approval of the Editor. Amongst these the ropemal to 
fe owances to officers of Local Boards is one. In conclusion, the 


a ag that if Government is - really willing to establish a Central 
Binicins alcutta, it ought at the same time to introduce reforms into the 
cipal administration. pee Baran toy 9 


Boarnat Barypuv, 
March 31st, 1883. 


Buarat BayDnuv. 


Buarat BANyDHv. 


Bospwas Saystvasi 
March Sist, 1868. 


GRaMVARTA 
PRaxkasixa, 


March 3ist, 1883. 


GRAMVARTA 
PRAKASHIKA. 


Hatisawar 
PrakasHIKA, 


March Slst, 1883. 


HaLisaHaB 
PrakasHIKA. 


( 148 ) 


14. The Burdwan Santjvont, of the 31st March, complains ¢¢ 

ee increase in the cost of litigation. Ref, . 
Increase in the cost of litigation. + affidavits required to be made bo 
decree-holder in execution cases, the writer observes that the object of the 
affidavits is often defeated owing to the circumstance that the circ), 
of the High Court, under which they are made, is silent as to the Dumbe | 
of years for which books in registry offices should be looked into fort), 
purpose of ascertaining whether any prior encumbrances have been creq 
on the property under execution. The usual practice is to look fo 
registers 3,4 or 5 yearsold. If therefore any encumbrances had bee, 
created on the property at any time prior to those periods, the decry. 
holder would have no knowledge of them. Still in such cases he would ng 
hesitate to make an affidavit to the effect that he was after inspection, away 
of no prior liabilities on the property under execution. Thus he wou 
expend money either for no purpose or for the purpose of telling a lie. 

15. The Grdmvdrté Prakdsika, of the 3lst March, complains of th 
waste of public money caused by the neo. 
on ligence and thoughtlessness of Governmen 

officers employed in the Public Works Department. The Editor notices » 
instance of negligence on the part of an Assistant Engineer who was entrustej 
with the construction of a court-house in Palamow. The building haj 
very nearly approached completion when a portion of it was blown down o 
the 12th March by a slight hailstorm which did no injury even to the hut 
situated in the locality. In conclusion, the Editor asks Government to take 
proper care in the selection of its officers. 


16. A correspondent of the same paper remarks that the time allotted 


i esiataitnin nih tainetaitiiies for the cold-weather tours of Magistrates, both 


Native and European, is often spent for the 
purposes of relaxation. During all this time a Magistrate disposes of a 


few casesand calls on great zemindars and other influential men. Th 
ryots as a rule are not admitted to his presence. In case any one be 0 
successful as to gain an interview, he is often directed to reduce his complaints 
to writing and file a petition in Court. When the Magistrate is 1 
European Magistrate the ryots rarely seek an interview with hm 
For to ignorant villagers the sahib is a more terrible animal than the tiger ot 
the bear: so much for Magistrates in general. His Honor often visits the 
mofussil, but even he, the writer regrets to notice, misses the true object 
of his visit and allows himself to be deceived by songs and dances. 

17. The Halisahar Prakdsikd, of the 8)st March, contains the 


? following remarks regarding the Lieutenant 
me. Srna) Er Governor:— With his accession to high offices 
change has come over His Honor. The Editor never thought tha 


Mr. Thompson would speak against Mr. Ilbert’s Bill; but, strange #0 | 
say, he lent his sympathy to the cause of the opponents of the measutt. 
His Honor used at first to speak of the policy of Self-Government in high 
terms, and was anxious to introduce it in this country ; but his ardour bi 
since cooled down. It is generally the case with the officers of Governmet! 
in this country that, while they fill comparatively inferior posts, and thus do 
not possess sufficient power to do good to the country, they generally talk 
of doing good to it, but with their accession to high office they forget their ol 
professions: this has exactly been the case with Mr. Thompson. His Hod 
however, ought to conduct himself in such a manner as to keep the dign] 
of his high office unimpaired. Tae 
18." Referring to the opposition which Mr, Ibert’s Bill ha evoked 

a oth in England and India, the same Pa, | 
me ee ee that the oppositionists si" 
know that when the question has once be? 


@ 


a cD 


ae Oo we SF wea S&S & & ao FE” ew 


ese 4 


ae ee ee oe ee 
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) ting Native Magistrates with jurisdiction which they have 
i the bi a class, seotier de later they will have that jurisdiction given 
- en ’ There can be no doubt that the power to be given natives will keep 
— with their regen Soe that it rn not look well to oppose a measure 

ch i be adopted sooner or later. : 
which is sure ‘0 : 19. The Navavibhdkar, of the 2nd 

The Monicipal Bill as improved by Apri], makes the following comments on the 
 smecoaeoat ' . jgnproved Municipal Bill :—The Editor begins 
by remarking that the amendments made by the Select Committee in the 
a Bill are generally satisfactory, and that the graver defects of the 
Bill have thus been to a great extent removed. — Sig oe a 

Referring to certain points noticed in the Bill, the writer observes :-—The 
provision which confers on Government the power of creating municipalities 
in particular localities, after hearing the objections of the people who may 
he interested therein, is unnecessary. The Editor is sorry to find that the 
Select Committee has taken no note of this. The Committee will do well 
to reconsider the point. In the first place, in many cases the. objections 
against the creation of a municipality, even when real objections exist, will 
not be forthcoming; secondly, the Lieutenant-Governor may overrule those 
objections even when they are brought to his notice. Thus the effect 
of the above provision will be to force municipalities on people who are not 
willing to receive them. Again, as Government proposes to create Union 
Committees and Local Boards everywhere, except in those places where 


| municipalities already exist, there will be neither opportunity nor necessity 


for creating new municipalities. , 


Among the conditions which qualify one either to become a voter or a 


| Commissioner, there is one to the effect that persons whose monthly salary 


is not less than Rs. 50 may enjoy the privilege. Now this condition 
requires alteration. Instead of the words ‘those whose monthly salary is 
not less than Rs. 50,’ the writer would read ‘whose monthly income from 
any source is not less than Rs. 50.’ | a 

_ Again, the condition of the country and its inhabitants requires that 


there should be some provision for granting the travelling expenses of 
Commissioners. 


The power conferred on the Central Board of making retrenchments in 


the budget estimates of municipalities should be done away with. 


Provisions for promoting the sanitary condition of the municipalities 


should be omitted, and discretion should be given to Municipal Commis- 


sioners for adopting means for the preservation and improvement of the 


| health of the municipalities. The law empowering the demolition of huts, 


thatched either with leaves or with tiles, often causes great hardship to the 
poor. ‘Those whose huts might be thus destroyed should be given compen- 
sation. ‘This is a subject to which the attention of the authorities has been 


| More than once directed. 


20. The same paper does not approve of Major Baring’s reduction 
en | : the salt a Rego reduction may have 
3 one some good to the poorest. classes 
enabling them to use salt at a trifling cost, but among ‘aepeeile in peat 
ts beneficial effects are scarcely felt. It is true that the sale of salt has 
soreened ; but it is difficult to ascribe this increase to the reduction of the 
uty. Major Baring expects that this increased sale, if: it goes on for four 
esecnlive years, will eventually recoup the loss of revenue caused by ‘the 
‘ uction of the duty. But it may be remarked that, as the reduction 
as not appreciably affected any other class of people than those who are the 
poorest, the anticipated increase in the sale of salt will depend on the 


NAaVAVISHAKARBR, 
April 2nd, 1883. 


NaVAVISHAKAR. 


increased use of the article among the poorest classes and for the domesticated 


allmals, 


ARSE A RHR CQIEE “ah LG TOTNES ee 


Wavaviswakas, 


April Snd, 1883. 


Som Paaxase 
April Ynd, 1883, 


Som PaaxkasaH. 


Mrpisi, 
April 2od, 1883. 


Mespini. 
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It is hardly probable that the increase thus brought about wil) }, 
an adequate set off against the loss of revenue consequent. on the reduc 
of the duty., Neither the present nor any prospective increase can be due 1, 
this reduction. There are, and will be, other causes to account for the fag 
As the duty does not cause any hardship to the people, the reductio 


D might 
have been spared, and the oppressive license tax might have bee 
abolished in its stead. | 


21. The same paper thinks that either Babu Radhika Prasonn § 


A Mokerji or Babu Brahma Mohan Mali; 
ee ee ought to succeed the retiring School Fee 
tor, Babu Bhudeb Mukerji. Justice requires that the work of lookip 


after the education of natives should be entrusted to a native, seeing tha 
Government intends to appoint Eurasians as Inspectors of European anj 
Eurasian schools. Another consideration in favour of a native being 
appointed to the vacant post is that such an arrangement will be leg 
expensive, 

22, The Som Prakds,of the 2nd Apnil, in a long article headed * The 


! want of a sense of duty in India,” examines 
Gir James Stephen. and refutes the arguments of Sir James 
Stephen against the Native Jurisdiction Bill pablished in the Zimes newspaper, 


After remarking that the interests of justice require that there should not 
be enacted different laws for different classes of subjects living under the 
same government, the Editor observes that it would seem that, in the opinion 
of those who oppose the Bill, the existence of British rule in India requires 
that the conquerors should enjoy some special rights. Now, nothing can be 
more erroneous than this. The stability of a Government depends on the 

ood-will of its subjects. In the present instance any distinction made 
Sasaki the conqueror and the conquered will tend to loosen the foun- 
dations of Government. Because the Government of Lord Ripon is founded 
on the good-will of the people, no such legislation as the Arms Act, and the 
Vernacular Press Act, have become necessary. In conclusion, the Editor 
is at a loss to guess how it is that Sir James Stephen should feel so much 
sympathy for the inhabitants of other countries of Europe than England, and 


asks if the people of India should not be an object of greater concern to him 
than a Continental European. 


23. Thesame paper considers that Baboo Brahma Mohan Mallick would 


e be a fit successor to Baboo Bhudeb Mukerj, 
Behoo Bhadeb Makerjs successor. 1. i. shout to retire from the eaevine. 


24. The Medini, of the 2nd April, makes the following comments 


The Budget. on the budget:—After praising — 


Baring for his commercial policy generally, 
the Editor remarks that he cannot agree with the Finance Minister 


in thinking that the abolition of the import duties has in no way been 
prejudicial to the trade of India. Has not the patronage extended by 
Government to Manchester injured the interests of the natives who possess 
cloth mills? The Editor believes that this state of things will not 
improve so long as India continues to purchase foreign luxuries with het 
edible grains, and depends for necessaries on foreign supply. The less the 
English tinsels are imported into India the better. In fact, the only means 
which it is in the power of Government to adopt for removing the poverty of 
this country is to make tke imported articles dear by fovying . 


heavy import duty on them, and to give encouragement to native 
artizans. 


25. - Notwithstanding the opinion of Mr. Besioen: the Commissioner of 


oe the Burdwan Division,to the contrary, the same 
pone Ser Government. in Midas nanep thinks that the Midnapore division is ft 
es to receive the benefit of the system of Self- 
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ent, The inhabitants are willing to have the new system, indsmuch 
Ootper called numerously attended meetings for the purpose of giving His 
E cellency thanks for his desire to introduce it in this country. That 
they are fit to discharge the duties of Local Self-Government in case 
that privilege be conferred on them is shewn, in the first place, by the 
fact that the system of Self-Government is not unknown to them, for it exists 
there in a different shape, namely in that of municipalities. The inhabitants 
of the Midnapore division have been known to discharge their municipal 
duties satisfactorily. Secondly, there 1s in the division no lack of able. men. 
The number of higher grade schools teaching English, established in 
different parts of the country, shows that education has spread among the 

| people. These considerations prove that the people of the division in question 
are both willing and fit to have the new system. ng ee 


96, Referring to the speech of His Honor on the Native Jurisdiction 

: Bill, recently delivered in the Indian Legisla- 
The Lieutenant-Governor on the : : me” 
Criminal Procedure Code Amendment tive Council, the Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 
Bill. 2nd April, makes the following observations 
revarding the present Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal :—Weakness and 
timidity are two prominent features of His Honor’s character. In all 
cases where there was a quarrel between the strong and the weak, His 


Honor invariably sided with the strong. This is not the first time that 


the public has had evidence of this feature of his character. While he 
was Judge of Nuddea he often decided in favour of the powerful 
owners of factories whenever these men had.any quarrels with the ryot. In 
his speech on the Amendment Bill, he has given ample evidence of his 
characteristic timidity. However, though the weakness on the part of His 


Honor can do no harm to the inhabitants of Bengal, yet it may take away 
from the glory of British rule in India. ) : 


27. In discussing the question of benefits likely to accrue from the 

cs | passing of the Criminal Procedure Code 

pes timinal Frocedure Code Amendment Bill, the same paper observes 
that Government is likely to be the party 

which will be most benefited by the passing of the Bill. To the extent 
in which the administration of the country will he carried on with the 


help of the natives, precisely to that extent willthe rule of Britain in India 
be strengthened. 


28, Referring to the claim set up by Anglo-Indian ladies to 
obtain the privilege hitherto enjoyed by the 
respectable class of native women, namely that 


— _of being excused from attending the Court, the 
Charu Vartd, of the 2nd April, observes that there would be no objection in 


conferring this privilege on European ladies, provided that they shut them- 
selves up in the dark recesses of zenanas, use veils, and shun the sight and 
company of males. It is curious that those who do not scruple to travel 
alone on horseback, visit assemblies of thousands of males, and shake 
hands with perfect strangers, should claim this honour after native style. 


9. The same paper complains of the hardship likely to: be caused 
ee ieia eee ) by the proposed rent legislationto the zemindars, 
a The Editor has no objection to locally settled 
sis being vested with the right of occupancy, but what he should take 


xception to is the provision which confers that right upon a settled rvot i 
espect of land which lie has held even for a te 5 . me idk 


The Criminal Procedure Code 
Amendm:nt Bill. 
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April 2nd, 1883. 
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April 2nd, 1883. 


CHarv Vakras. 
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Apoin, if the Bill passes into. law, the ryot, who, before the na 
day of March, enjoyed the right of occupancy with respect only to 
certain piece of land in his possession, will acquire the same night with respect 
to all the land in his possession. The giving of this sort of retrospectiy, 
effect to law was not heard of before. Hitherto the right of ocoy. 
pancy hasbeen vested in persons, but now it is gomg to be vested 
in land. Thousands of contracts to the contrary, saysthe Bill, will not 
hinder the growth of the occupancy right of the ryot. 


80. The same paper complains of the enormous expenditure incurred 


on the army. More’ than  one-four 
— of the total ‘evenil is swallowed by : 
expenses of the Military Department. It would appear, on a comparison with 
the United States and Russia, that in India the army charges bear q 
much larger proportion to the total revenue than they do in thoge 
countries. Now this enormous expenditure may be considerably cut down by 
reducing the number of soldiers employed in the country, seeing that 
Government can command the services of the soldiers of Native States 
at any moment. Referring to expenses borne by India for 
keeping a number of soldiersin readiness for the protection of India, 
the editor asks, cannot the same number of soldiers be recruited in 
India? Lastly, he cannot understand why India_ should bear 
the expenses of a war made chiefly for upholding the British power 
in Egypt. 
31. After expressing its agreement inthe view held by His Honor 
" a : with respect to the utility of District Boards, 
Lege Genament ni «the paper goes on to make the following 
observations :—In the first place it is doubtful 
whether the educated men of divisions are really so worthless and 
fond of idle talk asthe lLieutenant-Governor takes them to be. 
On this point the paper holds a different view. Again, the apprehension 
entertained by His Honor about the members of District Boards, in case the 
Boards should come into existence, exercising an undue influence over 
Magistrates, is groundless. Had the educated native gentlemen had the 
courage which His Honor thinks they have, the District Committees would 
not surely have fallen into their present miserable condition. 


Mr. Thompson has alarmed the public by telling them that even in such 
an advanced district as Burdwan there is a diversity of opinion about 


Magistrates being elected as Chairmen. Have newspaper articlee and 
discussions come to this? 


On the whole, it may be said that the present attitude of His Honor 
towards the new policy eeems to forebode evil. The power of determining 
what districts are fit for Self-Government being entirely vested in the 
local Government, it appears that in many instances the noble object of 


the Government of India will be baffled through the fault of local 
Governments. 


32. A correspondent of the same paper, after dwelling on the ebullition 


Cachar news. of feeling caused by the Criminal Procedure 


Code Amendment Bill, notices the numerous 
acts of oppression committed by Mr. Duke, the Manager of Kalain Tea Garden, 


on the labourers employed there. This gentleman deducts 8 annas 
from the daily income of the coolies serving in the garden on the pretence 
of non-attendance, and at times punishes them. In cases of n00- 
attendance the coolies are heavily fined, and yet they are made to work for 


SS ES ee eee eee 


— ll oCrllUr 
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avs they were absent. In: cases of cattle-trespass, 
= exact Det on to the enelle the gentleman above-named visite the 
ye with a double fine. He first fines the owner of the cattle ; and 
en the keeper of the animal is made to contribute the same amount. 
Rel in r on the assistance and good-will of the local police, Mr. Duke 
oii the law at defiance. The other day the brother of Mr. Duke 


noe pes a blow to his groom that blood came out from his nose, but 


the poor man could not get out of the garden to bring a charge against 


the offender. : | is 
‘ Sér Sudhdnidht, of the 2nd April, condemns the indifference 
The pol ydredne andthe shown by the Municipal authorities of Calcutta 
native quarters of the town. to the defective conservancy arrangements in 
the northern or native quarters of the town. The greater portion of the 
municipal revenue is raised from the native quarters, and yet the authorities 
Jo not attend to their requirements. While a complaint regarding defective 
drainage in the southern division of the town was investigated by the 
Chairman himself, who satisfied himself by an inspection of the interior of a 
particular drain which was opened for the purpose, not even & subordinate 
officer is deputed to the native quarters to see that the filth in which they 
abound is removed. Another point referred to by the writer is the insuficient 
supply of water in the northern division of the town. 


34. The Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 8rd April, complains of the 
mismanagement and favouritism prevailing in 
the municipality of Joynagar, situated in the 
vicinity of Calcutta. The grounds of complaint were noticed in our Report 
for the week ending the 31st March. 


85. The Prabhatt, of the 3rd April, thus expresses its views on the 
ae proposed Rent legislation :—It is often urged 
: on behalf of zemindars that the conditions of 

the permanent settlement of 1798 are binding on all subsequent 
administrations in this country, and that Government at that time 
pledged itself not to interfere with the existing rights of the zemindar and 
the ryot. This position is untenable. The fact would seem to be that 
Government reserved to itself the power to legislate from time to time 


for the benifit of the ryot. So that the Government is certainly justified 
in introducing the present Bill. : | 


36, The Bharat Mihir, of the 8rd April, quotes the opinions of Sir 


ilk eile _ Richard Temple to prove that the arguments 
- of men like the Advocate-General Mr. Paul, 

who oppose the policy of Self-Government on the ground that the country 
in which the new scheme is about to be introduced is not yet fit to receive 
i, are unsound. Referring to the creation of District Boards, the Editor 
remarks that the non-creation of them will be fatal to the new policy, and 


The Joynagar Municipality. 


that the necessity for them will not be wholly removed by the creation of 


Joint Boards, 


87. Referring to the article in ‘the Sddhdrant, advocating the intro- 
ae ia a ai duction of Bengali in F. A. and B. A. courses, 
ations. : — ~ rosa s me i paper observes that it is 
: ; _ not desirable that Bengali should take th 
Slee anak has in University examnations. The Editor can jeer 
e introduction of Bengali among the subjects of F. A. and B. A. 


xaminations will be a sof 3 in I 
means of improving the laneu st m 
ot improving the resources of - g guage. The best means 


ture. The means which are at 


engali is to study the Sanskrit literae 
present adopted for teaching: Bengali are 
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sufficient for the purpose; and if any im rovement were necessary, it woul 
be effected by making Bengali compulsory on all students reading Up 
to the third class standard in schools where English is mainly taught, 


88. The same paper makes the following observations on the [ioca) 
se + Self-Government Bill:—The Editor remari, 
eT that he has from the beginning advocated the 
creation of District Boards with the view of giving the new policy q 
larger field of operation; for, as the writer 1s aware, any thing which 
narrowed this field of operation would be fatal to the scheme, by 
giving incompetent men an opportunity of participating in jf 
work. 
The true objects of Self-Government are not likely to be achieved by 
the Village and Local Boards. The Village Boards, in the first place, will be 
composed of ignorant men; and in the second it would be difficult fo, 


the Central Board, considering the amount of work which it shall have to pers 


form, to constitute these Village Boards. The Board will consequently 
rely on the reports of Magistrates and Sub-Divisional Officers for 
information. Thus it will be long before these rural Boards are created, 


Regarding Local Boards, it may be said that,as the number of 


educated men residing in sub-divisions is very inconsiderable, these 
Boards are likely tobe filled with half-educated men. Under these circun- 


stances, it is needless to remark that the prospects of these Boards are 
not hopeful. 


39. The Sambad Purnochandrodaya, of the 4th April, observes that, 


as there has of late been an enormou 
Unf r n 8 10 Re e . ° 
ptovcateden cbse increase in the number of unfortunates in the 
city of Calcutta, it is good that Government should take notice of this fact. 


40. Referring to a long article published in the Som Prakds, of the 


wien eae ee 26th March, on the Rent Bull, the Pradhati, 
; of the 4th April, observes :—It would appear, 
from what the Editor of the Som Prakds has said on the subject, that he is 


for reducing the class of cultivators of the soil to tenants-at-will. Now it 
may be asked here, can this reduction result in any good to the country? 
On the contrary it would take away all the inducement which the occupancy 
ryot has to improve his land. Again, the proposal to permanently fix rates 


of rent, though it looks very well on paper, is hardly practicable 
now. | 


41. The Samachar Chandrika, of the Ath April, asks Mr. Rivers 


Babu Bhodeb Chundra Mukerji. Thompson to appoint Babu Radhika 


Prasunna Mokerji in the place of Babu 
Bhudeb Chundra Mukerji, the retiring School Inspector. 


42. The Sahachdr, of the 4th April, remarks that the present opposition 
me ; ... to Mr. Ibert’s Bill has no real founda- 
oe tween Peete tion. = On ite first publication the necessily 


of the Bill became’ evident to every 
one of the merchants of Calcutta. A great change has, however, 


come over them. ‘These men do not carry on business on theit own 
account, but are generally either representatives of foreign artists and 
merchants or capitalists who lend money to indigo and tea planters of the 
mofussil. On the publication of the Bill, the planters in the mofusel 
thought that they would not be able to please the. native Magis 
trate, consequently they thought it their interest to oppose the Bill, and 


_ signified their wish to their Calcutta representatives and capitalists, The grea’ 
political enemy of the native, the Editor of the Zuglishman newspaper; joined 


8¢0us Diseases Act. 
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was gained over aftera time. The first result 
aed "a i = wd “all beck of Mr. Branson. The weak-minded 
wa 


Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal was next made to join the oppositionists. 
l 


His relationship with the indigo planters, his hatred of the native, and 


his bigotry, were the causes which led him to join the ranks of the 
opposition. 


‘ssents from the view of the Editor of the 
eo . . "“Frades Patriot that, but for his colour, Babu 
Bhudeb Mukerji obo a on — 

st of Director of Public Instruction in bengal, an 

ks deg hae sah desirable that a native should be at the head of the 
Education Department. He further goes on to remark that if the funds 
had allowed, it would have been well to appoint Englishmen as head 
masters of zillah schools, for it is desirable that English should be 
taught by Englishmen. Another circumstance which goes against Babu 
Bhudeb Mukerji is his ignorance of the system of education prevalent in 
England. Referring to the argument often urged by the oppositionists that 
‘fnatives be thought fit to exercise the new jurisdiction, the offices of 
Divisional Commissionership, Lieutenant-Governorship, Governorship, &c., 
should be bestowed on them, the writer remarks that the natives are not so 
dullas not to understand the peculiar fitness which may be necessary for the 
discharge of peculiar duties. Do they nob hold that even Lieutenant-Gover- 
nors should not be selected from the ranks of Indian Civilians ? 


Babu Bhudeb Mukerji. 


44, A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Kamrup, 
dwells upon the hardship which is_ being 
caused to the inhabitants of that district by 
the proceedings of the survey officers now employed there. The Settlement 
Officer is entrusted with a multiplicity of duties, and cannot therefore 
attend efficiently to the work of his subordinates in the survey branch— 
amins entertained for a brief period. To be free from oppression, these 
men must be conciliated. The ryot is obliged to keep them in good 
humour by presents of sugar, butter, milk, goats, &c., otherwise he is sure 
to find that, in surveying his holding, waste land has been classed as land 
under cultivation—a proceeding which makes him liable to an enhanced 
assessment. The correspondent further refers to the hardship and inconve- 
nience which ryots have been put to owing to the careless manner in which 
persons charged with the work of collecting the sums due from those who 
have purchased the prescribed boundary posts are performing their duties, 
The cases are not few in which payments actually made have not been entered 
in the books, thus occasioning needless harassment to the purchasers, 


45. The Prabhdtt, of the 5th April, is sorry to find that the License tax 


Affairs in Kamrup. 


The License tax, 


proposes to change the shape of the tax. 


people now do not 


because they know that to complain is useless. 


The C, D. Act. 


is not going to be abolished. Since the abolition 
of the tax is not to be thought of, the Editor 


of He is for reviving the income 
tax, on the ground that the existing tax presses heavily on the poor. The 


income tax, if revived, would mainly fall on those who could easily afford to 
pay it. His Honor has said in his report on the license tax that the 


: complain of the tax. It would appear from this 
that His Honor is labouring under a misconception : people do not complain 


46. The Samdchdr Chandriké, of the 6th 
April, condemns the abolition of the Conta- 


SaAHACHAB, 


April 4tb, 1883. 


SaHACHARB. 


PRaBHATS, 


April 6th, 1883, 


SaMacwar 
CHanpDRixa, 


April 6th, 1883. 


( 156 ) 


Paapaatt, 47. The Prabhdtt, of the 6th April, blames Mr. Thompson for the 
seypaetuaaeceaiens : passing of the Porters and Danceewallas Bi), 
ragtime URES Now the regulation of labour by law is cg. 

tainly not consistent with the policy of a civilized Government. Again 

there was no necessity whatever for the Bill. It is not easy to see why 

legislation should secure the convenience of a few men by interfering with 

the profession of a whole class. How far this legislation is consistent with 


the principles of humanity and justice the Lieutenant-Governor and his 
councillors can alone tell. 


Praga BANDHC, 
March 271b, 1883. 


48. A New Paper.—We have received Nos. 24 and 25 of a new weekly 
paper in Bengali, called Praja Bandhu, published at Chandernagar. 
PonvsoTras 49. The Purusotum Patrikd, of the 19th March, says :---Almost every. 


sagonrege : thing undertaken by the English is undertake 
March 19tb, 1883. The English—slaves of wealth. Ss > Oh hope of ; ain, Should any haiad 
arise in pursuing this object, they promptly use means for its removal, 
Should this cost them the hatred and disrespect of other races, they bear it 
composedly. The proposal of Mr. Ilbert to amend the Criminal Procedure 
Code has occasioned a disturbance throughout India. To oppose the Bill 
and to abuse the Bengalis a meeting was held in the Calcutta Town Hall. 
Mr. Branson, a High Court Barrister, was the person who was foremost in 
showering down abuse on the Bengalis. After soundly abusing Mr. Branson, 
the writer adds, ‘“‘having seen that his speech would be damaging to 
his interests, he without any delay the next morning confessed his fault 
and asked forgiveness, and, like an ignorant child, said ‘ he spoke on the 
spur of the moment and cherished no malice in his heart.’’’ It is believed 
that, should muktears refuse to give him cases, the mouth that showered 
abuse on the Bengalis would be loud in their praise—Praise to Mr. Branson! 
Praise to wealth! Moreover, the other day Mr. Hastie, who had abused 
India, and called her the mother of harlots, perceiving the loss he would 


sustain by Bengali boys refusing to attend his college, with shameless 


face asked forgiveness and affected sincerity. 
Urgat DipiKka 50. 


Pkeipe Nghe The Utkal Dipikd, of the 24th March, referring to the Annual 


PM Oe Report on the Bengal canals, says :—Though 


the Orissa canals were completed some time 
before the Sone Canals, they have not been so successful as these latter. 


Last year’s income was smaller than the incomes of the two previous years. 
In no one year have the canals been free from damages caused by floods and 
other causes. ‘I'he people of Orissa have never, from the first, hoped that 
these canals would prove profitable, and each successive year has confirmed 
their opinion. Though the revenue is somewhat larger than formerly, the 
average annual increase is so small that it is very difficult to calculate how 
many years must elapse before any profit can be realized. The Government 
are not, however, hopeless like the people. The Lieutenant-Governor remarks 
that 107 miles of the 214 miles of canals finished have no distributaries to 
irrigate the land through which they pass, hence they yield no revenue. The 
sanction of the Indian Government for the construction of these distribu- 
taries has been asked. If this sanction is obtained, they will be constructed 
so that the whole length of the canal may yield revenue, and the interest 
on the capital as well as working expenses be met. It is gratifying to hear 
this. It is, however, not possible to calculate when this will be, and how much 
in the ezterem will have to be expended. It is now seen that the people 
are giving up the use of canal water. For several months crowds of ryols 
have given notice that they will cease to take canal water. This prejudice 
which has been created in the minds of the ryots against canal water does 
not augur well for the future of the canals.. Oppressive measures 1 
connection with the collection of the rates may have something to do with 


[| oa 3 


the above feeling. There does not appear to be any remedy for this state 
of things. The charges of oppression against the collectors of the water- 
rates in the Midnapore district have been proved groundless. "Whether 
the charges in regard to this district are true or not, unless the alarming 
impression that they are true can be removed, it will prove a great hinder- 
ance to the increase of the canal revenue. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.L., 


Bengali Translator. 
Ben@aLl TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


fhe 7th April 1883. 
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